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NOTES FROM GRACE & WESLE

God’s Redemptive Story:
the Covenants of Scripture

My OId Testament professor in seminary said that new
students almost inevitably enter into seminary with two
| assumptions: 1. The God of the Old Testament is mean,

violent, and judgmental, while the God of the New Tes-

Christians don’t really need to understand the Old Testa-
# ment because the New Testament supersedes it.

While churches might not blatantly make these state-
ments, the way we approach everything from Christian education to worship services reflects an
aversion (or at least hesitancy) to include the first 2/3rds of the Bible. We often fail to articulate that
although biblical writers do tend to describe God and events differently throughout the cannon of
Scripture, God remains the same throughout.

This fall we will explore these commonplace assumptions by considering how the Old Testament
plays a crucial role in the Christian faith through a six week sermon series titled: The Epic of Eden:
A Covenantal Journey. My hope is that this series will help dispel some common misconceptions
about the Old Testament and develop a new appreciation for the Old Testament within us.

I also hope to show through this series that we cannot truly understand (nor appreciate) the New Tes-
tament without the Old Testament. The whole of the Bible is our story. Beginning with Eden in Gen-
esis and ending with New Jerusalem in Revelation, the Bible tells the story of God’s overarching, re-
deeming plan for His creation...and we are a part of that story! We miss the entire first 2/3rds of the
story if we disregard the Old Testament.

Obviously we cannot cover all (or even a significant fraction) of the Old Testament in six weeks;
however, we can cover the major covenants found in the Bible. Beginning on September 8", we will
explore the five major phases of God’s plan of redemption as found in the Old Testament: Eden
(Adam), Noah, Abraham, Moses, and David; and will conclude with the New Covenant on October
13™ We will see how God worked through the covenants He made with each of these figures and
how these covenants paved the way for God’s ultimate redemptive plan: Jesus Christ, the Messiah.

I hope you will commit to making attendance a priority in the coming weeks. Since this will be a ser-
mon series, each week connects to the following week. If you miss a week you will miss out on some
of the cohesion of God’s redemptive story. If you are interested in exploring the material more in
depth, you can order the Epic of Eden book and/or study guide through Seedbed.com or Amazon.

Let us all join together in exploring God’s remarkable redemption story this fall!
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N ot Pt Detvsoem o s Foves September programs released!
Lifetree Café at Wesley

The September schedule for Life,
tree Café has been released an4
have some great themes coming

Movie Fellowship for Adults

Saturday, September 14, 6:00 P.I
potluck with movie following

LIFETREE

C A E E

A DogoOs WEHA hotrs) riR6 Week of Sept. 1: “True Be

, real | onl skin deep?”
A female dog travels four hundred migs DOGS>= y ) y _ I P
search of her owner throughout WAY HOME Week of Sept. 8: 10 Minutes to Live: Now what?

a Colorado wilderness. Week of Sept. 15: Dreams & Nightmares: The science &

_ ' _ hind the stories of your
Come for the 5:00 P.M. Saturday night worship service and@?ye K of Sept . 29 - “Stem C
e

for the 6:00 P.M. potluck (bring a dish to share, your own t mi ssin out on”

service and beverage) with movie 9

following. The movie will start by 7:00 P.M. Week of Sept. 29: “A Reas
Rwanda”

Lifetree Café is offered three times each week.
The first is an 8:00 a.m. Tuesday morning session at Pies
More. We have a 6:30 p.m. Wednesday evening group
t hat meets at Hardee’ s. (
meets at Kentucky Ridge on South Kentucky Avenue at
Healthy Living Clinic 1:00 p.m.

The Cerro Gordo County Department of Public Heath offers
Healthy Living Clinics to county residents age 55 and older.
There is no charge. However, contributions are encouraged in
order to keep the clinic running. The clinic is an annual health
screening and does not replace a physician’s <care.
appointment, call the Cerro Gordo County Department of Rulalic
Health Senior Health Clinic: (6498481

In the Hospital?

HEALTHY LIVING CLINICS Please be sure to let the cl
Sept. 4  The Manor, 4 3rd St. NW office know if you or a loved on
Sept. 9 The Manor, 4 3rd St. NW the ho’spltal. Pastors and churches
don’t have the accelss t
Sept, 18  Senior Activity Center, 326 4th St. NE used to and for some reason there are timps when
patients don’t show]up
BLOOD PRESSURE CLINICS . . .
Sept. 10 (8:5500 AM) Bottom line: If you or a Ioveq one is adrpitted to
First Citizens Bank HC Movie, Cinema West, 4710 4IHhe hospital and would like a visit from thq pastor,
Street SW, Mason City call the church (64236549). Thanks!

Sept. 1210:3611:30 AM)
Senior Activity Center, 326 4th St. NE

Next Newsletter Deadline

Have something to put in the next newsletter? Write up an article and get it to the church ‘i,ﬁ““?

The deadline for the next newsletter is Monday, Sept. 23. (Newsletter will be mailed Sept “,,wf )
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ROART

Life is wild =God is good

ROAR VBS Was a Successl!

We had 35 children attend, and 25+ volunteers from
Grace and Wesley churches worked together to make
everything fun and go smoothly.

We also raised $120.50 for our mission project to pro-
vide healthy food and medical care to mothers and

Choir begins with its first rehearsal August 28, 5
PM at Grace. All singers from Grace and Wesley
are wel come. We are ve:
need to know how to read music to be part of us.
We typically meet once a month and sing at Wes-
|l ey and Grace’'s Sunday

| ook forward to getti ncg
praises. A choir can only happen if interested
members step forward. Come and be part of us

their babies in Zambia. this fall'! We will meet also September 4, 5:00 PM
at Grace and sing at services Sunday morning
September 8. If you have questions call Kathy

Sautter, 423742.

Thank you to all who helped with this event.

| tds Ti me for Sunday

Sunday School starts on
September 8th
(9:15 at Grace and 9:30 at Wesley)

-SU NDAY

SCHOOL”
-

8 DRKDX¥R

R

"MMT @K '| @K

Friday, September 6, 8:00-5:00
Saturday, September 7, 8-Noon
(Saturday is Bag Dayg $4/bag!)




Rock Falls, Old Stone UMC &PlymaouthMC Organist/Pianist Needed
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—
COMMUNITY
EVENTS

The organist/pianist for the Rock Falls and Plymouth United Methodist Churches is retiring at the J ' E mber.
Pastor Sue Simmons and the council would like someone who can play at both churches every S~ ™ ng:
the ability to play piano is required; playing organ is preferred. The availability to play music for a funeral/memorial
service or wedding is a plus. If interested, please call the church7dfiz21d 6vtall Pastor Sue a#1847223 foinfor-
mation or to apply.

First Christian Church (318 N Adams) wiidlaltllauncheoon Wednesday, August 28 from-31 RM.
There will be a free will offering with donations benefitting missions. Carry outs are available.
Bethlehem Lutheran (419 N. Delaware) wiRtolthage Saten Friday, September 15) @d Saturday,
September 14i8on). Saturday is Bag-E&8/bag. Cash oriyo checks.

Rolling Acres Church (341 19th St SW) wil.l hos-
Bounce House & more. All are welcome.
Training for church | eaders entitled “Dismant]| |

on September 21 frordBD (lunch provided). Training is open to all persons who would like to deepen the
standing of racism, prejudice, and privilege. Register: becomingbelovedcommunity.org.

The EImwoeglit . J o s eHistory Walkaschedulad for Saturday, September 28. The afternoon walk be
gins at 4:30 and an evening stroll begins at 7:30. Costumed actors portray historic people buried in the ¢
sharing highlights of their lives and contributions to the community. There will be a chili supper in betwee
als.

There wil/ be an opportunity for free bBdoth eNC¢
Learns essi ons beginning at noon ormatkh engl”a sami tThu gaud
Mary Baker, October 29”7 “Bob Ross” with Progra

guest speaker Terry Harrison.

Labor DaFun FactStabor Day in the United States is a public holiday celebratec

Monday in September. It honors the American labor movement and the contributions that we I 4 BOR
to the strength, prosperity, anteimdj of their country.

T

= = = =4 = =4 =4 -8 2

There is disagreement about who actually proposed Labor Day as a holiday. Some say i

McGuire, who was the cofounder of the American Federation of Labor. Others believe that it was Matthew
Maguire, a machinist.

The first celebrated US Labor Day was on Tuesday, September 5, 1882 in New York City.

Canada is said to have originated the idea of hosting a day honoring the labor movement.

Oregon was the first state to celebrate Labor Day as a legal holiday in 1887.

The decision to make Labor Day the first Monday of September was approved on June 28, 1894.

Labor Day started as a part of the labor union movement, to recognize the contributions of men and women in the
but modernly is seen as a chance to celebrate the last weekend of summer.

The Adamson Act was passed on September 3, 1916 to estabisir avoeigtiay.

Hi storians say the expression “no white after Labol
cations and stow away their lightweight, white summer clothes as they returned back to school and work.

There is still a Labor Day parade in New York City, which takes place throughout the 20 blocks north of the 1882 |
The average American’s commute to work takes 25.8 |
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Wesley Delivers

Meals on Wheels

Wesley Church will be in charge of
Meals on Wheelfkoute 3 September-23.

If you are willing to take 45 minutes over the noon hour to
deliver meals for one day or the whole week, please contact
JoAnn Gerbig at £211.2 and let her know.

ALSO, if you cannot deliver this month but would have a de-
sire to be put on the contact list, please let JOoAnW&now.
deliver one week in the spring (sometimes two routes) and

The Wesley Men's Club
will kick off their year with a

Steak Fry

the fall (usually one rouse)d they figure 45 minutes or on Thursday, September 19 at 6 PM.
less. You do not have to do the whole week, even one day  All men are welcome to join us!
might help.

Swiss Steak Dinner ???

The Annual Swiss Steak Supper is coming up on Thursday, October 10, 2019.
We are in need of Volunteers from the Wesley Church Members to coordinate. tHikigvera fundraiger
which helps support the Church Council, the]Wes
Women’'s Circles.
The UMW has coordinated this event in the past. The UMW has fewer members and for the past fe\
same people have organized this event. However, this year we have not had members step forwajd to do
ing of the Swiss Steak Supper.
Please contact Paula Bartunek 260082 or Ann Butcher at8245418 by Wednesday, Septemfyer 4,
2019, if you are willing to step up and work on coordinating this great fund raiser.

We would like to see this event happen in October and in the years to come.
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mailto:everafter11@msn.com

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 ﬂ 4 |3 6 7
Worship, 9:00 Office Closed Lifetree Cafe at Pies & 10#&%'epr§/lserve " | UMW Executive | Lifetree Café at | Schupanitz/Kay
Communion More, 8 AM Choir, 5 PM Board, 3:30 PM Kentucky Ridge, 1 Wedding, 3 PM
Staff, 10:15 Lifetree Cafe, 6:30 PM Worship. 5
PM at Hardees Wedding Rehearsal
RUMMAGE SALE
8-5 8-noon
BAG DAY on Saturday: $4
8 9 10 1 12 13 14
Worship, 9:00 Boy Scouts Lifetree Cafe at Pies &| | jfetree Café. 6:30 Lifetree Café at | Golden Age Break-
Choir sings More, 8 AM PM at Hardees Kentucky Ridge, 1 fast @ Village
SS, 9:30 Staff, 10:15 PM Court, 8:30
. Worship, 5
SUNDAY \g)ff Church Council, 6 PM
7 Movie & Potluck, 6
PM
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Worship, 9:00 Boy Scouts Lifetree Cafe at Pies & | jfetree Café¢, 6:30 | Sarah Leah, 9:30 | Lifetree Café at | Middlers
SS, 9:30 Community Kitchen, { More, 8 AM PM at Hardees Priscilla, 6:30 PM | Kentucky Ridge, 1 Breakfast, 9 AM
Staff, 10:15 Mends CI PM \5/\(I)c())rs(,:r:|p6 56 o
FRY, 6:00 PM uo,
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Worship, 9:00 Boy Scouts Lifetree Cafe at Pies & | ifetree Café, 6:30 | Newsletter folded, | Lifetree Café at
SS, 9:30 Turn in newsletter More, 8 AM PM at Hardees 8:30 AM Kentucky Ridge, 1 Worship, 5
items by noon! Staff, 10:15 PM
P
worpy3
;Fall_/
I Wesley Delivers Meals on Wheels I
29 30
Worship, 9:00 Boy Scouts

SS, 9:30
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The 40th Annual Mission Ingathering will be held across lowa on Saturday, November 2. The Purpose of Mission Ing
show the love of Christ to the world's people by ministering to their needs. The kits will be sent to MidweistrMiission fol
response to requests within and beyond the United States for humanitarian and disaster relief.

We will be collecting hygiene and school kits beginniAgdislaly of kits will be in the church library witteankstoobe
included in each kit. You do not need to bring a complete kit but may purchase any of the items needddtfenthe kits w

be assembled at the Church.

HYGIENE KITIp disaster victims reclaim their dignity-easpeetif They include:

1 new hand towel (15" x 25" up to 17" x 27")
1 large sturdy comb (at least 6 inches of teeth)

new washcloth
1 toenail or fingernalil clipperemery boards or metal files

1 new adult sized toothbrush in original sealed wrdpgaiton size-sealable bag

10 adhesive bandages (3/4" by 3") common household bandages acceptable

1 batksized bar of soap in wrapper (3 oz. bar or larger): No lvory or Jergens

SCHOOL KIT®ovide tools for education, which change lives. They include:

3 Notebooksl subject spiral 8" x 10 1/2"
1 pair of student round tip scissors

1 12" long ruler with metric

1 box of 24 crayons

Would You Like To Help?

:\ = N >
Funeral Meals

A funeral lunch is prepared and served by Unit-
ed Methodist Women and church members
when requested.

Since we have fewer UMW members able
to work at funerals, we are asking if any other
men or women of the church would like to help
with this service.

We are one of only a few congregations
who still provide this service as an outreach to
family members.

Currently we are divided into two alternating
teams so that some may prepare food, set ta-
bles, serve or clean-up.

"Many hands make light work."

If you would like to help or have questions,
please contact Karen Howe at 424-6226 or Ann
Butcher at 424-5418.

Thank You for your help!

1 pencil eraser 2" or larger
1 pencil sharpener

1 box of 12 colored pencils
6 unsharpened pencils

Wesl eyds 2019 Yileal

We have done a wonderful job this year in Giving Back to o
schools, Francis Lauer, BeGe Clark,the Hawkeye Harvest
Food Bank, the Senior Center and collecting items for Missi
Ingathering.

This month let's try and do something a little different. Let's
give a little bit of our time to others. Let's all commit to visitir
someone in a care facility, someone who may be hame bou
or may just need a fridihgou would like someone to go

with you to visit a care facility, call the church office and
someone will be glad to go with you.

You can also just pick up the phone and call someone. Hav
a phone visit, wish them a happy birthday, or check/on som
one with health or other concerns.

You might also want to send a card to someone. Wish them
Happy Birthday, send a get well or thinking of you or thank
you card.

Maybe it would be a good time to volunteer for an organiza-
tion. Do a good deed for a stranger or just give someone a
hug

The challenge this month is to find a way to reach out in an
personal way to others to show God'Sdovetimes a
small gesture can mean a lot!



WESLEY NEWS August 22, 2019 Page 8

Prayer Requests

Hospital Ins & Outs since242019 é o
m Marilyn Hamand, Larry Lee, Dorothy Brady, Charlotte o0 | j.’/g
L Parcher (Des Moines) BIRTHDAY’S and
@ ANNIVERSARIE’S
Thank You!
Thank you for the generous gift of money for our farewell. The September
people of Wesley Church will always have a place in ourl Wayne & Marlene Oswood
hearts. The Hansen 6 sScott DavisoBerald & Meg Brady

Ron Rezabek

The years | spent with all of you meant the world to me. You7 Katrina Hamilton, Abbi Anderson
have all been supportive of my family and I. You each hold &, Matt Hammarstedt

special place in my heart. Thank you for shaping me into th 10 i%?ﬁ;)%\fgﬂjn%rm Alman

man | am today. . Love,Joey Hansen 12 Donna Sutcliffegott & Judy Alman, Todd &
P.S. Thanks for the nice water bottle, too. Missy Peters
13 Jeanette Diekhuis, Kallie Whiremli&
Dawn Ballantyne
14 Jenna DeVarfpdd & Shari Ristau
15 Jeannette Kloberdanz, Ken Christensen,
Elizabeth Luttrell

Wesley Financial Update .
Financial giving for the last 4 wee ‘s 17 Derek Arnold

. = 20 Erin Brownmiller
;538 $§§$§6 = S 21 JoAnn Mozack

22 Nancy Christensen, Donna Ralffenty &

8/11: $3776 Delores Bernemann
8/18: $1320 23 Tom Rafferty
24 John McCallum
25 Destiney Somers
Parsonage Remodel Loan 26 Rose Tobin
Loan Balance $15,000.00 27 Lila Johnson
Raised 6.685.15 28 Gary Howé&rank & Julie Fox
Still needed 8,314.85 29 Scott Alman
30 Sally Lunde
Vision Fund
éﬂ?ﬁeﬁ””“a' $2$ ’1095)4?_ '570 O United Methodist Women Notes
Still needed 12,865.03 @
Monthly Pledge 1,666.66 “Therefore encourage one another and
build up each other; as indeed you are
2019 Apportionments doing ” 1 Thessalonians 5:11 NRSV
2019 Annual $37,177.00
Raised 3,098.09 Executive Board MeetingThurs., Sept. 5, 3:30 pm
Still needed 34,078.91
Monthly Pleddenly paid one month sp f8,098.09 = Unit Meeting No Meeting

Circle Meetings:

Sarah Leah Circle Thurs., September 19, 9:30 ¢
Cash raised in August$12,353.54 YTD $161,128.02 Priscilla Circle Thurs., September 19, 6:30 pm
Expenses in August $19,405.88 YTD $178,242.44
Balance ($7,052.34) ($17,114.42) September Work Month:  Priscilla
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 éh i 5 PM 5 6 7
Worship, '10:30 Office Closed Lifetree Cafe at Pies Lifé)tlrrée Café, 6:30 Lifetree Café at Community Kitchen,
Communion & More, 8 AM PM at Hardees Kentucky Ridge, 1P| 9:00 AM
WESLEY RUMMAGE SALE
- 8-noon
BAG DAY on Saturday: $4
8 SS,9:15 9 10 11 3 12 13 14
Worship, 10:30 Lifetree Cafe at Pies H‘:ﬁ”‘?ﬁc%fe, 6:3( Church Council, | Lifetree Café at Community Kitchen,
Choir sings & More, 8 AM atHardees | 7.00 pm Kentucky Ridge, 1P| 9:00 AM
Holy Pail: Women a Fellowship Hall re-
the Well UMW Guest Night, served, 124
CHURCH POTLUCH 6:30 PM Movie & Potluck (at
0N @Y Wesley), 6 PM
ScHoo. 1
KICKOFF 243
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
SS, 9:15 Lifetree Cafe at Pies i Café. 6:30 Lifetree Café at
i . ifetree Café, 6: i
Worship, 10:30 AM & More, 8 AM PM 2t Hardees Kentucky Ridge, 1P
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
SS, 9:15 Turn in newsletter iten| Lifetree Cafe at Pies Lifetree Café. 6:30 Lifetree Café at
Worship, 10:30 by noon! & More, 8 AM lietree ate, o NEWSLETTER| Kentucky Ridge, 1P

hy )
‘Yorpy®
Fall,r

PM at Hardees

29
SS, 9:15
Worship, 10:30

30

31
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SREREURS | ospital Ins & Outs since2Z2019

| Joyce Hoff )
v g
€ y September BIRTHDAY'S and

M8 CondolencesFormer Grace pastor, Pam Flanni- o ANNIVERSARIE'S
gan has passed away. Condolences may be sent to
her daughter, Cory Allard, who is the pastor at Manly Bethel/ Bolan

Trinity UMC. (Bethel UMC, P. O. Box Q, Manly, IA 50456) 4 Larry Behrends, Hailey Pijesan &
Jeannie Johnson
8 Jon Gobeli
Thank You 11 Pete Ferleman

Appreciating those who made our outreach mission of the Freg2 carly Gobeli
Lunch Program a success. Many thanks to Jeane & Dean Johnsong Carolyn Ryan
for the yard sign, Kathy Sautter for the lunch schedules, Grace5 Elizabeth Luttrell
members for the monetary support and for participating by coming6é Caleb Gobel

for lunch. 20 Cookie Schiff
Marilyn Mueller and Pam Hardy regularly helped with the preg?l John Green
work, cooking, serving and-cigalfhanks to those who stepped 2> Pat Colby

up and helped when needed: Anna Troge & her mom Kristy, Ric 8 Amanda Tynan
Pat Colby, Kathye Gaines and Keegan and Larry & Gail Behrends.

We are so grateful to Papa Murphy’' s for donat.
cheesy bread o8 9 . Because of everyone’'s support, over
meals were served to our neighborhood and community friends. Z
Linda Garcia #7
i Til/}ljomm
LA MeWELL
>

Holy Pail September 8
Women at the Well

Join us at Grace

on September 8th
following worship for a
Church Potluck!

This is my 10th annual walk for ALS in October. Anyone who would like to help me out with
any donations to fight this disease would be greatly appreciated.

Make any donations to Donna Eldridge. Thank you all so much!

Wesley United Methodist Church Grace United Methodist Church

1405 S. Pennsylvania Ave. 200 14th 'St. NW

Mason City, 1A 50401 Next newsletter mailed Mason City, IA 50401

641 -423 -6549  patty@mcwesley.org on 641 -423 -5727 ,

Office Hours: M -F 7:30 -4:30 (closed noon hour) September 26, 2019. Worship Time: Sunday, 10:30 AM

Worship Times: Saturday, 5:00 PM Sunday School (during the school year): 9:15
Sunday, 9:00 AM

Sunday School (during the school year): 9:30




