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“Always Giving Thanks”
Colossians 3:16-17
“Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom
through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. And whatever
you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him.”
I admit I have a tendency to complain. I think I always have, unfortunately. We find in scripture that humans have always been complainers. The Israelites complained while wandering through the desert in the book of Exodus. The
Psalms contain verses laden with negativity and complaint. In the New Testament, Paul admonishes the early church
for their perpetual complaining. Yes, humans are complainers; but, this is not who God created us to be. God created
us to be thankful people—a people filled with hope and gratitude. We were created to sing to God with gratitude in our
hearts.
Although I am often defensive when my wife responds to my complaining with, “We have so much to be thankful for!”, I
know she is right. I have much to be thankful for. I never question where my next meal is coming from; I have clothing
and shelter a plenty; I have a wonderful family; I have the freedom to make my own choices and live out my faith.
These are all aspects of life I tend to take for granted and ought to be much more thankful for indeed.
I think, however, scripture indicates that being a person of gratitude goes beyond giving thanks for the material things
we possess and the things that are going right in our lives. Certainly gratitude extends beyond a lack of complaining.
Many people in the early church had a rough go of it. Many were poor. Many were disenfranchised. All risked being
persecuted and shunned for belonging to what their families considered a heretical movement. Yet, Paul tells them to
give thanks to God and to be the very embodiment gratitude. Do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to
God the Father through him.
Perhaps some of you, like me, have had moments during these past two months when you have found yourself complaining. “I want life to go back to the way it was before this virus—I’m sick of this! Why is it so hard to find toilet paper
– this is ridiculous! I just want to get back to enjoying fellowship with my friends at church!” Believe me, I can relate.
And yet, I hope each and every one of us will take time to pause and reflect on how much we have to be thankful for,
even now. Even if there are aspects of our lives we wish were better than they are (health, relationships, finances, and
so on), let us take time to give thanks for all that God has blessed us with. May we all especially take time to give
thanks to God for his Son, Jesus Christ, who rescues us from sin and death, empowers us through the Holy Spirit to be
his people, and who promises us life abundant in this lifetime and in the age to come. Let all of us live each and every
day with gratitude in our hearts!

Pastor Craig Luttrell
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Grace & Wesley Reopening News
Dearest Congregation,
The Grace & Wesley councils and I would like to thank you for your patience over the past two months. Both councils
have continued to meet regularly via Zoom (an online meeting program) in order to conduct church business and discuss
next steps. Please be assured we are working diligently to discern next steps in compliance not only with state regulations, but also with the guidelines set by the UMC.
Some might be wondering why we have not yet opened since Governor Reynolds has given the green light for churches
to reopen. First, although the Governor has said churches may reopen, she has also maintained her strong recommendation that people in the high risk category (those over 60/65) refrain from participating in large group activities. Given that a
majority of our congregations fall into said category, we do not want to create a situation where people in high risk groups
feel compelled, obligated, or encouraged to gather in large groups. Second, the Iowa United Methodist Conference has
decreed that no UM churches will open until at least June 1 st and have provided a lengthy, strict protocol for gradual reopening. Some of the recommendations will be quite difficult for us to comply with at this point (ensuring social distancing,
refraining from communal singing, refraining from responsive reading, etc.), so we have a lot to consider before reopening.
Please keep the councils and I in your prayers as we work through all of these details. We realize not everyone is able to
participate in our online worship services, so we are working on getting a conference phone line set up. This would allow
members to call in and listen to the service on Sunday mornings. When we get this up and going the council will inform
members and we will provide instructions on how to utilize this feature.
God bless you all, Pastor Craig Luttrell
(If you would like more details on the Iowa United Methodist Church’s guidelines for re-opening our churches, please visit
the conference website: iaumc.org.)

Although worship services and all activities are still cancelled, Pastor Craig is livestreaming a condensed worship service at
9:30am on Sunday mornings. It can be seen on the Wesley Facebook page. (to find Wesley on Facebook, go to MC Wesley United
Methodist Church ) If you do not know how this works, please feel free to contact me.
For those who do not have access to Facebook or cannot tune in at 9:30, Pastor Craig will also record the sermon and post it on
the Grace and Wesley Facebook pages and on both church webpages: https://mcgumchurch.org https://mcwesley.org
For those who do not have internet access, Pastor Craig will make printed copies of the sermons/CDs available. Please leave a
message with the office or on Pastor Craig’s phone if you would like one of these delivered to you.
The office will be closed for the most part; however, Patty will be checking messages and emails and will be in the office on a limited basis. We should still be able to get back to you within a couple of days unless things change yet again. (If you need an immediate response, you can call Patty at 641-430-4726 or e-mail strttmn@yahoo.com) Pastor Craig will be keeping regular office hours
for a long as possible; however, we strongly encourage you to call rather than just stop by. We are, after all, trying to help flatten
the curve. You can also contact Pastor Craig via his cell phone: 641.691.5447
You are encouraged to continue, as you are able, making your financial contributions to Grace and Wesley. This will be a challenging time for both churches financially since many give on Sunday mornings. Please consider enrolling in our automatic payment
option or by mailing your check to Wesley. (If you are out of stamps, you can drop your contribution in the mail slot by the Wesley
parking lot doors.)
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Keri Larson
Neil Gogerty

Daughter of Ron & Lori Larson

Son of Eric & Jen
Gogerty

MCHS 2020 Graduate

MCHS 2020 Graduate
While in high
school, Neil participated in football, basketball, track and
baseball. He was team captain of the football team
and lettered in football, basketball and track. Neil was
also a member of the National Honor Society. For his
future plans, Neil will be attending NIACC in the Fall.

Tristan Koopman

During high school, Keri was
involved in Track, Choir, Silver
Cord, and National Honor Society. While in high school,
Keri worked hard to complete
one year at NIACC. She plans
to graduate from NIACC next
Spring with an AA degree in
Psychology. In the Fall of 2021, Keri will continue her
education at the University of Texas at Tyler. She will
earn her Master's Degree in Psychology and will also
have a minor in Spanish. Her intended career is to become a pediatric and family counselor.

Son of Katie Koopman
MCHS 2020 Graduate

David Gobeli

Plans following graduation: attend
basic training for the Army Reserve and then study Mechatronics at the University of Central
Florida

Son of Jon & Laura Gobeli
David participated in football and wrestling during high
school. He has been on multiple mission trips thru the
Methodist church. David plans to move to Des Moines
this spring to work. He is enrolled in DEMACC for mechanics. David is currently employed with Aldi's.
Candie Eliason

Christopher Keller
Son of Gerry and Cindy Keller
MCHS 2020 Graduate
Chris participated in football,
wrestling and track and field.
He is a member of the National Honor Society. Chris plans
to attend Coe College and
major in biochemistry.

Daughter of Bill and Carol Eliason
MCHS 2020 Graduate
FAVORITE HIGH
SCHOOL MEMORY:
When I was in choir and
made it into the musical
Brigadoon and then got
to go on a trip with the
cast.
FUTURE PLANS: Go to NIACC for 2 years and then
transfer to an undecided college to become a special
education teacher.
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Hospital Ins & Outs:

(Due to HIPAA regulations, we can only publish
names of those who have given their consent, either
by letting the church and/or pastor know or through
the hospital chaplain.)

Condolences: ...to the friends and family of Harold Hopp
who passed away on May 10.
Congratulations: ...to Maxine Enfield who celebrated her
90th birthday on May 15.
Thank You
Dear Wesley Church,
Thank you for your on-line services. Be well.
Blessings, Barb Lageschulte
Thank the UMW ladies for delivering the cute May Day
basket.
Lora Holland
To my Church Family,
We are in the midst of the current events across the globe, states
and communities. Even in this time of unprecedented days and in
all situations, God remains the same.
He is still with us, listening to us and always extending His peace
in our troubled hearts.
May you experience His peace and comfort right now.
May your faith grow during this time.
Shalom, Peace, Velma Tschetter
Thank you to Pastor Craig for your shepherding during this time
to our church family.
Velma Tschetter
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Elise McCollough, Michael Ernst
Lowell & Marilyn Cook, Brent & Sandy
Schupanitz
Jill Whitesell, Brian & Amy Johnson
Kathleen Sharp, Amy Scheppler
Lora Holland, Carol King
Jed Vorba, Richard & Judy Eldridge
Patricia & Scott Davison, Sandy & Mark
Harrington
Gretchen Peterson, Merle & Bonnie Mikkelson
Dave Kranz, Adisyn Terlisner
Cindy Keller
Sandy Harrington, Robbin & Patricia Hill
Steve Kelly
Lee Knutson, Judy Eldridge
Duane Mummelthie, Bill Poland
Ken Zimmerman, Ron & Kathy Rezabek
Marlene Oswood
Brian & Deb Lindsay
Dale & Kathy Arnold, Dennis & Erin Phillips
Justin McCollough, Sheryl Lockwood
Missy Peters
Audrey Webb
Joe & Mandi Terlisner

Wesley Salad Luncheon: CANCELLED
Wesley Financial Report
4/24:

$2,880

5/8 (2 weeks): $7,851

I am hoping that everyone is staying
safe. If anyone is in need of a fabric
face mask, please contact me at 641430-6819 and leave a message if
necessary.
Nancy Lloyd
(Nancy is not charging for the masks,
but people can donate to the Mohawk Market if they wish .)

May we be a village to each other at a time when we
also need to observe basic health safety precautions.
We get through difficult times by being of support to
one another.
Wesley Family Outreach remains an active option in
being part of that village and being of support to you
and those you care about. You can reach Ken by
calling 641-512-5565 and asking for Wesley Family
Outreach.
You will be served by conversing by phone. Face-toface visits will be suspended for now.
Ken Zimmerman LISW
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Wesley’s Year of Giving Back
June 2020
Many may be able to move about a little more freely in the coming weeks but others, especially in our care centers, may still be socially or physically distancing from others. Please
continue to reach out to others with a phone call, card or encouraging letter.
You are also encouraged to continue to help those who may be struggling by continuing to send your financial gifts to Mohawk Market and the Hawkeye Harvest Food Bank so they may be used to purchase food to help those in need.
We will also be collecting items for our care centers such as puzzle books, 500 piece puzzles, adult coloring
books and colored pencils, and reading materials such as magazines, devotion books or short stories.
“Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him.” Colossians 3:17 (NIV)

Diane Walrod has some recipes to share:
RHUBARBADE
Puree rhubarb to make 2 cups liquid.
Add 3/4-1 cup sugar OR 1 t. Stevia OR 2/3-3/4 C. honey dissolved in warm water.
Mix with 6 cups of water.
Add juice strawberries, cherries, etc. to add color. (opt.)

RHUBARB PUDDING CAKE
Put 2-3 cups chopped rhubarb in a 8 or 9 inch pan.
Mix 3/4 c. sugar, 3T. butter softened, 1 t. b. powder, 1/4 t. salt, 1/2 t. vanilla, 1/2 t. almond or
cherry extract, 1 C. flour. Spread on top of rhubarb.
Mix 1 C. sugar and 1 T. cornstarch and sprinkle on top. Pour 3/4 C. boiling water on top.
Bake 45 min. at 375'.

And one from Donna Sutcliffe:
RHUBARB COBBLER
1 c. sugar
2 Tbls. shortening
1 c. flour
1 tsp. vanilla
2 tsp. baking powder 3/4 c. milk
1/2 tsp. salt
Combine above ingredients in a bowl and pour into a greased 9" X 9" square baking dish. Sprinkle 4 cups cut-up rhubarb over batter. Mix 1 cup sugar and 1 cup hot water and 1/2 teaspoon
cinnamon. Pour over all and bake at 365 degrees for 35 minutes. Turn oven to 360 degrees and
bake 10 minutes longer. This is real sweet, so you can decrease the sugar if you want. It's best to use a deep dish, because it may run over.
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Hospital Ins & Outs:

(Due to HIPAA regulations, we can only publish names of
those who have given their consent, either by letting the
church and/or pastor know or through the hospital chaplain.)

Condolences: ...to Lori Bond on the loss of her mother.

Don’t Forget About Grace Cares!!!
While it may seem that the world has come to a stop, the number of
people needing help continues to grow. Since we have not been able
to meet at the church, we have not had our usual “Holy Pail” offerings
that Grace Cares uses to help meet our mission goals.
June’s offering will go toward an ASP Emergency Fund. While this
year’s trip is cancelled to Covid-19, we are still looking to provide for
future trips.
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Troy Gobeli
Terry & Sherry Thompson
Emma Barrett
Danny Tripp
Lori Tynan
John & Maxine Green
Jack & Marilyn Mueller
Cheyanne Gobeli
Jeannie Johnson
Doug & Dawn Mitchell

Do you need someone to help with your spring yard
work?
Even though the ASP trip for this year has been cancelled, the youth are looking ahead to next year!
They have willing hands to help with any general
outdoor chores you might need to have done for a
donation to the fund for the next ASP trip.

Wesley United Methodist Church
1405 S. Pennsylvania Ave.
Mason City, IA 50401
641-423-6549 patty@mwesley.org
Office Hours: M-F 7:30-4:30 (closed noon hour)
Worship Times: Saturday, 5:00 PM
Sunday, 9:00 AM
Sunday School (during the school year): 9:30

Next newsletter mailed
June 25, 2020.

Grace United Methodist Church
200 14th St. NW
Mason City, IA 50401
641-423-5727
Worship Time: Sunday, 10:30 AM
Sunday School (during the school year): 9:15

